	On Behalf Of Bassett, John (DOT) 

Subject: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

I have a question for our Ops Academy network: 

Budget problems are forcing NYSDOT to consider temporarily closing a few rest areas. We are looking for solutions to the dilemma of what type of gate to install on the ramps. 

The dollar savings for closing the rest areas will come from reduced maintenance costs for the buildings and grounds, including snow plowing. Even though the areas will be clearly marked as closed, some of these rest areas are located in rural areas and we want to prevent vehicles, trucks from trying to use them. Construction drums lined-up across the ramp won’t suffice. At the same time, we want to be able to open the facilities a day at a time under certain circumstances such as for truck inspections or special events. 

Some of the considerations that we keep scratching our head over: 1) Although they are technically out of the clear zone of the mainline, the gates will be an obstruction on the ramps. Is there a system out there that includes breakaway gates (maybe something similar to a runaway truck ramp?) 2) Color/delineation of the gates 3) Signing on the ramp. 


	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Christopher Freeman <Christopher.Freeman@TXDOT.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 


I have not had time to correspond with you all since my graduation from the Ops Academy in March '09, but now we have a question here in Texas that you can help us with. It has to do with the issue John Bassett of NYSDOT raised, of closing rest areas. 

Jake Porter and Chris McDonald's experience in VA sounds impressive. Texas, like many of your states, is looking at every way imaginable to save money, and to put "pennies to the pavement", a cliche that I am tired of. The cost savings ideas include closing picnic areas, parking areas (primarily on major US and Interstate Highways), and possibly some smaller rest areas. Our picnic areas are located on rural 2-lane highways, what we call FM (farm to market) and RM (ranch to market) roads. This extensive network of rural highways is owned by the State of Texas, not the counties, and is the main reason Texas has 80,000+ centerline miles on the State system. The FM and RM road picnic areas are very attractive small facilities with no services like rest rooms or water, but with covered picnic tables and trash cans. They date back to the 1930's and 1940's. Some were even built by the WPA or the CCC during the great depression of the 1930's, and contain beautiful stone work that men built for $0.25 an hour. 

As you might be discerning, I am personally not in favor of closing and selling off this part of our transportation heritage in Texas !! These picnic areas serve tourists, motorcyclists, and locals as well now as they did in 1940, and the people who use them generally do not trash them. They are respected as the jewels they are. 

Our large parking areas on important freight corridors like IH-40 help make the freeway much safer in rural areas. 

I have been asked by David Casteel of our TxDOT administration to gather some data (policys, directives, papers, etc.) from other states on their rest area closing programs. I am assuming that your states also have parking areas like ours. I am also hoping that some of y'all have some sort of old timey picnic areas like Texas does, and you have decided not to close them. Or possibly you have decided to close and then reopen them like Virginia did. 

Any guidance, experience, or advice you have will be greatly appreciated. The best responses will earn you some Texas barbeque and beer next time you come through the Panhandle. 

From: Porter, Jacob A. 'Jake' 
Subject: RE: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

Hello John, 

Iâ€™ve attached the detail of what we did in Virginia. Of course weâ€™ve opened all sites back up now, and removed all gates and posts (being stored or used at other VDOT facilities). 

Our lead designer/Traffic Engineer who coordinated the gating effort was: 

Christopher D. McDonald, P.E. Regional Traffic Engineer Southwestern Region (540) 375-0114 

If you or anyone has any questions about the business plan to open, close and all the actitivies/costs in between, please feel free to contact: 

Martin Krebs Safety Rest Area and Welcome Center Infrastructure Analysis Manager 804-786-0785 

Allen Campbell Safety Rest Area and Welcome Center Infrastructure Program Manager 804-786-0668 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Dhanesh Motiani <Dhanesh.Motiani@DOT.STATE.NJ.US> 

	Subject:   
	Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


Chris, If this helps you at all, you are not alone in fighting the "pennies to the pavement" concept. At the NJDOT we had closed few rest areas long time ago and were looking to reopen them if we could get sponsors. However, as these rest areas are on Interstates, the Feds wont allow us to sell the rights to a corporation or for profit organizations. The few rest areas that are still open are now targets for savings. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Christopher Freeman <Christopher.Freeman@TXDOT.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


Will they be closed temporarily and then reopened ? Are they on all classes of highways ? What services do they provide ? Do you have any that just provide a parking or picnic area with no rest rooms or water that will be closed ? 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Jonathan K Hanson <JHanson@DOT.STATE.NH.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


We have been following the discussion on Rest Area and Welcome Center closings with great interest! New Hampshire is in the process of reviewing itâ€™s options for all itâ€™s sites, including closure scenarios. We are a small state, NHDOT currently operates just 17 Rest Areas and Welcome Centers. Effective July 1, 2011 these will all be transferred to the newly created Bureau of Visitor Services, to be positioned within a separate agency. 

Has anyone transferred operational responsibilities for Rest Areas from a â€œDOTâ€�, "Turnpike" or "County" to a Travel and Tourism type government (or private) agency group? If yes, was it a complete transfer of all personnel and property or just a partial? We understand the Service Center type system but we are looking for information anyone has on transferring operational responsibilities for a standard type rest stop with small vending buildings, toilet facilities, brochure racks and some overnight truck parking. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Sorrell, Constance S." <Connie.Sorrell@VDOT.VIRGINIA.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


Jake Porter, our rest area program manager, who helped us close and reopen 19 rest areas last year can provide the answers to your questions as to what we did. We had no problems with anyone crashing through any of our closed rest areas that were closed approximately 9 -10 months. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	MCGILL Galen E <Galen.E.MCGILL@ODOT.STATE.OR.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


In the 2009 legislative session, the Oregon legislature transferred maintenance and operations responsibility for five rest areas to the Oregon Travel Information Council. The bill transferred funding to the Travel Information Council, but the Oregon DOT still owns the property. No personnel were transferred. In Oregon, the Travel Information Council is a small state agency that is responsible for the travel service/logo sign program. They also operate the travel service information kiosks in rest areas in addition to some other small tourism related programs. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Dhanesh Motiani <Dhanesh.Motiani@DOT.STATE.NJ.US> 

	Subject:   
	Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


Sorry for the delay, this email slipped through. The ones that are closed have been closed and we are not sure about the others that may close. These rest areas are all on Interstates, we dont have the picnic areas or such. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Tom Blair <Thomas.Blair@MODOT.MO.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Fwd: Re: [OPSACADEMY] Fw: [OPSACADEMY] Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	

	
	


Jonathan, 

Sorry for delayed response ... took Veteran's Holiday for me to find the time to catch up on emails. 

Anyway, MoDOT has not closed or transferred rest area operations. Sorry, I couldn't be of more assistance. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Cornett, David P (KYTC)" <DavidP.Cornett@KY.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Gates for Temporary Closure of Ramps/Rest Areas 

	
	


Kentucky no longer has any "Farm to Market" roadside parks. These were popular in the late 1960's and early 1970's, but with the passing of time, these facilities fell into disrepair, and many had the tables, grills, and canopies removed. A few had restroom facilities, but vandalism took its toll on these and the buildings were removed leaving only the concrete slabs. In a few cases, the property with the facilities intact were deeded to the city or county in which they were located. The Department no longer has any involvement in the maintenance of these facilities. The only exception may be that we mow a few of the areas and maintain the landscape plantings. 

As for the closing of rest areas, that has only been done in conjunction with the building of a new interchange where both the northbound and southbound facilities at an interstate location were demolished through the construction phase of the interchange. We also closed five rest areas facilities a few years ago as part of a long range plan which included the construction of new facilities. When the new facilities were completed, we were allowed to award contracts to close the old, out-dated facilities, demolish the buildings, and reclaim the site to its original contour. In this case the two new facilities (northbound and southbound) were larger and provided more parking than the five older facilities in total. 

The only exception to these closures is where we have an older facility closed on a temporary basis until a contract can be awarded to install a new forced main sewer line for approximately 8,000 feet. We are using barrel barricades at this site and they are working very well. We have not used any type of gate at any of our facilities and have no plans to install gates at any locations. 

